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<a href="http://commons.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Kevin_Durant.jpg"><img style="margin: 0px
10px 5px 0px; display: inline" alt="Kevin Durant of the Oklahoma City Thunders at ..."
align="left"
src="http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/a/af/Kevin_Durant.jpg/300px-Kevin
_Durant.jpg" width="240" height="290" /></a>With due respect to <a class="zem_slink"
title="Charles Dickens" href="http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Dickens"
rel="wikipedia">Charles Dickens</a>, the <a class="zem_slink" title="National Basketball
Association" href="http://www.nba.com/" rel="homepage">NBA</a> has provided us with it�s
own version of �<a title="A Tale of Two Cities (1958) [Region 2]"
href="http://www.amazon.com/Tale-Two-Cities-Region/dp/B00005UPJW%3FSubscriptionId%3
D0G81C5DAZ03ZR9WH9X82%26tag%3Drhub-other-20%26linkCode%3Dxm2%26camp%3D2
025%26creative%3D165953%26creativeASIN%3DB00005UPJW">A Tale Of Two Cities</a>�.
Better yet, let�s call this story �A Tale Of Three Cities�. At this point, I�ll bet you�re thinking
of Cleveland and Miami � those involved in the Continuing Saga of <a class="zem_slink"
title="LeBron James" href="http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LeBron_James" rel="wikipedia">LeBron
James</a>.   <p>But what is the third city? Oklahoma City. Yes, Oklahoma City.</p>  <p>Why
Oklahoma City, you might ask? It provides a contrast, a touch of drama if you will, a fine
protagonist in this tale of money, hype, and out-of-this-galaxy egos.</p>  <p>For those who
have recently been devoid of any media whatsoever (because it would take complete and total
isolation on a desert island to have avoided this story), King James � otherwise known as
LeBron James � has left the building. And his current throne. Well, he�s left the <a
class="zem_slink" title="Quicken Loans Arena" href="http://www.theqarena.com/"
rel="homepage">Quicken Loans Arena</a> in Cleveland at least. LeBron, in search of the
promised land (and his first NBA championship ring) has headed to Miami. Along the way, he
joined <a class="zem_slink" title="Chris Bosh" href="http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chris_Bosh"
rel="wikipedia">Chris Bosh</a> and Dwayne Wade to create a sort of hypothetical-on-paper
�Dream Team�. James and Chris Bosh signed six year contracts, each worth $110.1 million,
and Dwayne Wade re-signed for $107.5 million for 6 years. That�s is a whole lot of money
being spent for a net total of one championship ring (for Wade) in the 7 years since they were
all drafted in 2003.</p>  <p>With Wade and Bosh and James, the Heat will be so tight on the
salary cap that they will have to start the janitor and hot dog vendor in the other two starting
positions. And one can only guess who is coming off the bench at this point. Beyond that, it will
be interesting to see if the egos all fit on the court at the same time.</p>  <p>This is far beyond
being a story of money or championships. All you have to do is look to Oklahoma City for the
tale of, well, another city � and another player � that puts this all in perspective: <a
class="zem_slink" title="Kevin Durant" href="http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kevin_Durant"
rel="wikipedia">Kevin Durant</a>.</p>     <p>James could have made the same money in
Cleveland, and could have had the team�s continued efforts behind him to build a cast of
supporting players focused on the goal of an NBA championship. But it�s never that
straightforward in the world of the ego-driven NBA. James was provided with a better supporting
cast this season, and yet the Cavaliers faded in the playoffs. Some would make the point that
James was actually a big part of that fade. But in the end, he went on national television, in
what would at best be described as an over-hyped debacle, and told the fans of Cleveland that
he was going to take the money and run to South Beach. I don�t blame Cleveland fans for
being a little upset.</p>  <p>Neil Young once said �the King is gone, but he�s not forgotten�.
</p>   <p>Well, I suspect he will eventually be forgotten in Cleveland. And perhaps rightfully so.
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You see, this may be a good thing for the Cavaliers. Sure, James sold a lot of tickets, scored a
lot of points, and had them in the playoffs. But is he truly the all-world player that is going to step
up, put the team on his shoulders, and win a championship regardless of who plays next to
him? I doubt it. I don�t ever remember <a class="zem_slink" title="Michael Jordan"
href="http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_Jordan" rel="wikipedia">Michael Jordan</a> whining
about not having a supporting cast. And that will be just one of the reasons why James simply
isn�t, and won�t be, �the next Jordan�. Seven years later, no rings to show for his efforts,
and I have my doubts about him getting a ring in Miami either. </p>  <p>And by the way,
Cleveland just collected 4 draft picks from the Heat � two first rounders and two second
rounders - spread out over as many as seven years. Used judiciously, that could create a true
<em>team</em> that could get the job done without James.</p>  <p>In the meantime, while
everyone was awe-struck by James� media antics, Kevin Durant signed a contract <a
title="Low-key Kevin Durant announces contract extension via Twitter"
href="http://newsok.com/low-key-kevin-durant-announces-contract-extension-via-twitter/article/3
474403">extension</a> worth somewhere between $85 and $86 million for the next 6 years,
and did so in the span of minutes. It took all of 140 characters posted on Twitter to make the <a
title="Kevin Durant re-signs quietly and gracefully"
href="http://www.aolnews.com/surge-desk/article/the-anti-lebron-kevin-durant-re-signs-quietly-a
nd-gracefully/19546499">announcement</a> -</p>  <blockquote>   <p>�Exstension for 5 more
years wit the #thunder....God Is Great, me and my family came a long way...I love yall man
forreal, this a blessing!"</p> </blockquote>  <p>Durant is a player with big stats, the 2009-2010
NBA leading scorer, and he even has some <a title="No under-rating Kevin Durant's humility in
Me-First era"
href="http://bleacherreport.com/articles/417133-nba-free-agency-no-underrating-kevin-durants-
humility-in-me-first-era">humility</a> to go along with it. Hold on a second, this is the NBA. Are
you crazy? Does he really play in the NBA? Is this guy for real?</p>  <p>Yes. Durant is the real
deal.</p>  <p>General manager Sam Presti so eloquently summed up the insanity of the week
by stating that</p>  <blockquote>   <p>''At a time when people think 'I,' Kevin thinks 'we.''' </p>
</blockquote>  <p>Durant�s approach to <em>team</em> sport is refreshing to say the least.
He might use the line �there is no �I� in team�, whereas James might be heard uttering �ah
yes, but there is a �me� in team�.</p>  <p>The real winner in this <em>Tale Of Three
Cities</em> will be the first one to convert all of this into an NBA championship. So let�s add a
little drama, and write a script worthy of Dickens himself. Miami versus Oklahoma City in the
2012 Finals, Durant as MVP, and that championship ring once again not appearing on the finger
of King James.</p>  <p>And Cleveland fans rejoicing along the way. </p>  <p><em>Photo
credit: </em><a
href="http://commons.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Kevin_Durant.jpg"><em>Wikipedia</em></a></p> 
<div class="zemanta-related">   <h6 class="zemanta-related-title">Related articles by
Zemanta</h6>    <ul class="zemanta-article-ul">     <li class="zemanta-article-ul-li"><a
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Many Titles Should the Cleveland Cavaliers Have Won During the LeBron Era?</a>
(ballhype.com) </li>      <li class="zemanta-article-ul-li"><a
href="http://bleacherreport.com/articles/418203-kevin-durant-five-reasons-why-the-mvpscoring-t
itle-is-his-to-lose">Kevin Durant: Five Reasons Why MVP, Scoring Title is His To Lose</a>
(bleacherreport.com)</li>   </ul> </div>  <div class="zemanta-pixie"><img
class="zemanta-pixie-img" alt="alt"
src="http://img.zemanta.com/pixy.gif?x-id=d6c4b8b9-0be0-4146-9fa5-7c767ebc6f7c" /></div>
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