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<p><a href="http://commons.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:2010_FIFA_World_Cup_Fans_.jpg"><img
style="margin: 0px 10px 5px 0px; display: inline" alt="Fans celebrating the upcoming 2010 FIFA
World ..." align="left"
src="http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/f/f0/2010_FIFA_World_Cup_Fans_.
jpg/300px-2010_FIFA_World_Cup_Fans_.jpg" width="240" height="180" /></a>The first half
saw more yellow cards than shots on goal. And the game went into extra time, tied 0 � 0. It
certainly wasn�t a particularly memorable game. Spain had many great offensive opportunities,
most of which were nullified by the inability to pass to the open man (or hit the broad side of a
barn with a free kick). Further drama ensued as the Dutch team played the better part of 15
minutes with 10 players after a <a class="zem_slink" title="Penalty card"
href="http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Penalty_card" rel="wikipedia">red card</a> ejection.</p> 
<p>But at 116 minutes into the game, Andres Iniesta secured his place in Spanish sporting
history to give <a class="zem_slink" title="Spain national football team"
href="http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain_national_football_team" rel="wikipedia">La Furia
Roja</a> the win. This was their first <a class="zem_slink" title="2010 FIFA World Cup"
href="http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=-26.2347972222,27.9823527778&spn=0.01,0.01&q=-26.
2347972222,27.9823527778 (2010%20FIFA%20World%20Cup)&t=h" rel="geolocation">World
Cup</a> championship, putting them in an elite group of just eight countries that have won a
World Cup. </p>  <p>The World Cup is always a spectacle. And it certainly has a way of
keeping the world�s attention for a full month.</p>  <p>For all of the beautiful, elegant play, we
were also witness to some ridiculous (though elegant) dives and flops from the players. And it
was intriguing to see that soccer, on the international level, has it�s share of over-rated players
and teams. In that way, it is very similar to professional football on this side of the Atlantic. Case
in point: none other than <a title="Wayne Rooney"
href="http://soccernet.espn.go.com/player/_/id/21046/wayne-rooney?cc=5901&ver=us">Wayne
Rooney</a> and <a class="zem_slink" title="England national football team"
href="http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England_national_football_team"
rel="wikipedia">England</a>�s soccer team. At one point in time, they were amongst the
favorites to win the World Cup. Rooney was considered one of the primary scorers for England.
After 4 matches, what were his statistics? Zero goals and zero assists. And once again,
England was over-hyped. Of course, we�ve never witnessed any <a class="zem_slink"
title="National Football League" href="http://www.nfl.com/" rel="homepage">NFL</a> team
being over-hyped, have we? </p>  <p>But wait, there�s more. </p>     <p>Second case in point
� <a title="Cristiano Ronaldo" href="http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cristiano_Ronaldo">Cristiano
Ronaldo</a>. In Portugal�s <a title="Cristiano Ronaldo led Portugal fire blanks"
href="http://www.insidefutbol.com/2010/07/08/cristiano-ronaldo-led-portugal-fire-blanks/26799/"
>loss</a> against Spain, he was playing as though it just didn�t matter. No zest. No drive. Here
was yet another athlete that makes millions of dollars to look average on the world�s biggest
stage. Sounds a lot like any one of a number of NFL players, no?</p>  <p>How about this for a
statistic � Spain, the newly-crowned world champion, scored just 8 goals in 7 games. They had
four consecutive one goal games. Boring. Effective, and perhaps the best team, but boring
nonetheless. And again, it�s yet another similarity with the NFL. Defense (and the best
teamwork) wins championships.</p>  <p>Over the course of the month, I watched a number of
games, in whole or in part. In the vast majority of them, there was a disputed goal or an acting
performance (i.e. a dive or a flop) that would be eligible to be named by the Academy Awards
nominating committee. Fortunately, that does not exist in the NFL.</p>  <p>As far as disputed
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goals, how about the US goal against Slovenia that was disallowed by referee <a
title="US-Slovenia ref gets poor rating"
href="http://g.sports.yahoo.com/soccer/world-cup/news/source-u-s-slovenia-ref-gets-poor-rating
--fbintl_ro-referee061910.html">Koman Coulibaly</a> � for no apparent reason, with no reason
given. Even the US coach, when interviewed after the game, was unable to explain it. That
wouldn�t fly in the NFL either.</p>  <p>Or how about the obvious goal by England against
Germany in the second round. It was clearly over the goal line on video, but the referee made
the call from a different viewpoint. FIFA is still debating the need for instant replay. If there was
ever a reason, that was the perfect one. In hindsight, the goal would not have made a
difference: Germany still schooled England in the game of football.</p>  <p>Nonetheless, even
with all of its blemishes, the World Cup was entertaining as it always is. Well, entertaining to the
vast majority of the world, and probably a large number of people in the United States. With the
exception of one Glenn Beck. Imagine that.�� </p>   <p>What does Glenn Beck know about
soccer, and why does anyone care to listen? As Abraham Lincoln, a proud American, once
astutely noted,</p>  <blockquote>   <p>It is better to remain silent and be thought a fool than to
open one's mouth and remove all doubt.</p> </blockquote>  <p>By the way Glenn, you might
want to check the Olympic curling stats you �reported� in your diatribe, I mean, interview.
Canada - goal and silver. United States - zilch. If he�s that far off with sports issues, imagine
what he does with issues that are truly important to the future of the country.</p>  <p>But I
digress.</p>  <p>Onwards to Brazil 2014!</p>  <p><em>Photo credit: </em><a
href="http://commons.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:2010_FIFA_World_Cup_Fans_.jpg"><em>Wikipedi
a</em></a></p>  <div class="zemanta-related">   <h6 class="zemanta-related-title">Related
articles by Zemanta</h6>    <ul class="zemanta-article-ul">     <li
class="zemanta-article-ul-li"><a
href="http://bleacherreport.com/articles/418407-fifa-world-cup-2010-five-realisations-we-made-i
n-south-africa">FIFA World Cup 2010 :: Five Realizations We Made in South Africa</a>
(bleacherreport.com) </li>      <li class="zemanta-article-ul-li"><a
href="http://r.zemanta.com/?u=http%3A//www.cbc.ca/sports/soccer/fifaworldcup/news/story/201
0/07/10/sp-fifa-officiating.html%3Fref%3Drss&a=20703536&rid=22f3fdd9-e843-4622-ba1c-5107
2eb97a1b&e=23dca250a2ad7016883ef88bad881b97">Officials correct 96 per cent of time:
FIFA</a> (cbc.ca) </li>      <li class="zemanta-article-ul-li"><a
href="http://r.zemanta.com/?u=http%3A//www10.nytimes.com/aponline/2010/07/10/sports/AP-S
OC-WCup-Referees.html%3F_r%3D5%26partner%3Drss%26amp%3Bemc%3Drss&a=207012
81&rid=22f3fdd9-e843-4622-ba1c-51072eb97a1b&e=99b631904ace95622bf7bd51eeb356d5">
FIFA: World Cup Match Officials a Big Success</a> (nytimes.com) </li>      <li
class="zemanta-article-ul-li"><a
href="http://r.zemanta.com/?u=http%3A//www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/football/world-cup-2010/tea
ms/england/7883335/World-Cup-2010-a-triumph-for-collectivism-but-players-must-get-a-moral-
compass.html&a=20724054&rid=22f3fdd9-e843-4622-ba1c-51072eb97a1b&e=51a5c7b6d132e
252715c48f96f58b075">World Cup 2010: a triumph for collectivism but players must get a
moral compass</a> (telegraph.co.uk) </li>   </ul> </div>  <div class="zemanta-pixie"><img
class="zemanta-pixie-img" alt="alt"
src="http://img.zemanta.com/pixy.gif?x-id=22f3fdd9-e843-4622-ba1c-51072eb97a1b" /></div>
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