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/></a>Six months from now, we@ll be reflecting back on the landmark passage of HR 3590, the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.</p> <p>Six months from now, the average
American will have a much better understanding of the truth behind the bill. For your reading
pleasure, you can refer to the actual bill language <a title="HR 3590"
href="http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=111_cong_bills&docid=f:h35
90enr.ixt.pdf">here</a> or review a summary in plain English <a title="Plain language
summary"
href="http://www.examiner.com/x-5738-Political-Buzz-Examiner~y2010m3d17-A-plain-language
-summary-of-the-current-health-care-reform-bill">here</a> or some bottom-line issues <a
titte="Health Care Reform Bill 101"
href="http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/2010/0321/Health-care-reform-bill-101-Who-will-p
ay-for-reform">here</a>.</p> <p>Six months from now, with any luck whatsoever, the vitriol
and misinformation will have died down. Even from the Tea Partiers ¢ maybe.</p> <p>Six
months from now, the bill will slowly be phasing in.</p> <p>And you know what? | suspect that
that same average American is going to start to say @hey, this <a class="zem_slink"
titte="Health care" href="http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Health_care" rel="wikipedia">health
care</a> reform thing isn@t really a bad idea after all®. We®re already seeing a shift in public
opinion. In a <a title="USA Today Poll"
href="http://www.usatoday.com/news/washington/2010-03-23-health-poll-favorable N.htm">poll
</a> conducted by USA Today within days of the vote, 49% of Americans stated that the health
care reform bill was a @good thing® and were @enthusiastic® and @pleased with it. Four of
seven major polls showed an increase in the numbers favoring the health care reform. The
Kaiser Family Foundation@s latest poll found that 28 percent of respondents were now
éstrong® supporters, up from 19 percent in January. And that was within days of the greatest
attempts put forward to kill the bill.</p> <p>I think that trend will continue once people fully
realize what this bill means to them, and not what it means to the special interests.</p>
<p>Imagine this @ even the stakeholders are <a title="(Almost All) Health Care Stakeholders
Excited About The Bill"
href="http://healthcare.change.org/blog/view/almost_all_health_care_stakeholders_excited_abo
ut_the_bill">supporting</a> it. [insert sarcasm here] What? How could that be? 1t@s evil
incarnate, isn@t it? <a title="President Obama refers to that lovely analogy here"
href="http://blogs.abcnews.com/politicalpunch/2010/03/obama-in-iowa-three-years-ago-we-mad
e-a-promise-that-promise-has-been-kept.html">Armageddon</a>. Blasphemy!</p> <p>And the
political intrigue has only just begun. November is election time. What say ye, oh American
voter?</p>  <p>It goes without saying that the <a class="zem_slink" title="Republican Party
(United States)" href="http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republican_Party %28United_States%29"
rel="wikipedia">Republican Party</a> put their eggs in one basket on the issue of health care
reform. They proposed piecemeal, @incremental® change, but then refused to map out what
exactly that would look like. They actively used the philosophy of @just say no# to the bill, and
have since attempted to waste the taxpayer@s dollars in filing both frivolous lawsuits and
Senate bill amendments to stall the process. </p> <p>In some circles, they call this @making
your bed® so that you can now sleep in it.</p> <p>Soon, November will be upon us. Midterm
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election time. The time the Republican Party has been waiting for, the time in which they figure
that the American public will remember the health care reform battle and vote out all those nasty
Democrats that supported the bill.</p> <p>Perhaps we don@t even need to wait until
November. On 4/13/2010, Florida Democrat Ted Deutch handily <a title="Democrat wins
Florida US House special election”
href="http://www.boston.com/news/politics/2008/articles/2010/04/14/democrat_wins_fla_us_hou
se_special_election/">beat</a> his Republican opponent in a special House election. It was the
first U.S. House race of 2010, and the first since health care reform was passed. And he won by
a large margin € 62% to 38%. Backlash against the Obama administration? What
backlash?</p> <p>l@ll put an idea out there to consider: the Republican Party may be in
further trouble in November. Why? Because in the meantime, the media will have explained the
actual contents of the bill to the American public. Americans will gradually start to realize that
this bill actually helps the vast majority of them, and that it truly will save the country money in
the long term. And then the hard questions will begin. How can | vote Republican when those
are the same people that voted against health care reform? How is it that the Republican Party
went all-in against this bill, when it®s actually starting to do this country some good?€ Then,
the voters will start to wonder why they would vote for someone that actually did everything in
their power to not only vote against it, but to delay the process and waste more of our money on
frivolous lawsuits € something they claimed (via medical liability reform) they wanted to
reduce.</p> <p>The health care system will already be evolving € and providing real answers
for Americans € by November. Perhaps <a title="DeMint's Waterloo quote"
href="http://blogs.abcnews.com/politicalpunch/2009/07/white-house-plans-to-use-demints-water
loo-quote-to-rally-the-troops.html">Jim DeMint</a> was right € it was Waterloo. He just didnét
seem to know which side was Napoleon, and which side was the Duke of Wellington. Even
conservative (and former special assistant to President Bush) David Frum seems to <a
titte="How GOP Can Rebound From It's Waterloo"
href="http://www.cnn.com/2010/OPINION/03/22/frum.healthcare.gop.strategy/index.html?iref=al
Isearch">realize</a> who@s Waterloo this really was.</p> <p>And when the dust settles, we
may find ourselves in a rather barren political wasteland.</p> <p>Photo credit: <a
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health-care reform bill is now law. Read it and weep, Republicans</a> (crooksandliars.com)
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